
  

City of San Angelo 

Memo 

Meeting Date: August 21, 2014 

 

To: Design and Historic Review Commission  

 

From: Kevin Boyd, Senior Planner 

 

Subject: RCC 14-17: a request for approval to replace six existing internally-

illuminated signs (five wall signs and one freestanding sign) and 
approval to erect one additional wall sign, within the River Corridor, on 
the following property: 

 

Location: 501 North Bryant Boulevard, situated immediately northwest of the 

intersection of North Bryant Boulevard and West 4th Street; more 
specifically occupying the Miles Addition, Block 1 (All lands 
between centerline of 4th/6th Streets Santa Fe Park/Highway 87), 
in central San Angelo. 

 

Purpose: Approval of this request will allow for seven new internally 

illuminated signs: the replacement of six wall signs, and the 
addition of one freestanding sign, within the River Corridor 

  

Contacts: Pro - Tech Signs / Cory M. Traub, Representative      830-895-4900 

Kevin Boyd, Senior Planner                      325-657-4210 
 

 

Summary:  The Design and Historic Review Commission may:  

 
(1) Approve the request; or 

 
(2) Approve the request with conditions; or 

 
(3) Deny the request. 

 

Recommendation: City staff recommends APPROVAL, subject to two (2) 

Conditions of Approval, of the proposed request to alter of an existing freestanding 
sign. 



 

History and Background:  

 

Situated near downtown, the subject property is located west of North Bryant Boulevard 
and just north of West 4th Street. Additionally, the site is position directly south of W 
Houston Harte Expressway. The tract measures 5.560 acres (242,194 square feet) is 
split-zoned General Commercial / Heavy Commercial (CG/CH) and General 
Commercial (CG), which generally allows for a maximum sign height of 50 feet.  
 
The applicant seeks to replace the existing sign face, which is comprised of a total of six 
(6) existing wall signs. In addition, the plan will add a new 30-foot freestanding sign. 
More specifically, the wall signs include the following: a 90-square foot combined 
symbol and logo sign, a 3-square foot symbol/logo “gateway” sign, a 24” x 10’ - 4 1/8” 
sign that reads “Car Town,” and two service area signs that that read “Service” and 
“Quick Lube.”  The freestanding sign will measure 30 feet high and will be almost 11 
feet wide.  This new sign will be a pylon sign that includes the company’s logo, and 
positioned slightly lower will be another sign face that reads “Car Town” (see attached 
renderings of the sign). The applicant intends for the proposed signs to rebrand and 
improve the nature of the signage for the property. 

 

General Information 

 
Existing Zoning: General Commercial / Heavy Commercial 

(CG/CH) and General Commercial (CG) 
  
Existing Land Use: Car Town Hyundai 
 
Surrounding Zoning/Land Use: 
 

North: General Commercial / Heavy 
Commercial (CG/CH) and Light 
Manufacturing (ML) 

W Houston Harte Expressway 

West: Single-Family Residential (RS-1) North Concho River 

South: General Commercial / Heavy 
Commercial (CG/CH) and Low 
Rise Multi-Family Residential 
(RM-1) 

Motel 6 and All American 
Chevrolet of San Angelo / 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car  

East: Light Manufacturing (ML) McDonald’s, Nunn Electric 
Supply Corp, Vistacare Hospice 
– a Gentiva Company 

 
Thoroughfares/Streets: North Koenigheim Street and North Abe Street 

are defined as an "arterial streets," and are 
designed to connect collector streets to 
freeways and carry large volumes of traffic at 



high speeds. Access is secondary and mobility 
is the prime function of these streets. 

 
Zoning History: The property was annexed within the city 

around 1949. 
 
Related Document  
Excerpts:  The River Corridor Master Development Plan, 

Commercial Use Outside the Historic City 
Center Section III (pg. 27) Building Materials 
and Colors States that, “Signage and awnings 
which are color coordinated, can be used to 
introduce brighter, more intense colors.” In 
addition, “Bright corporate colors should be 
limited to use in signage only.” 

  
 Section XI. of the River  Corridor Master 

Development Plan (Pg. 48) is titled "Reduce 
Light Pollution." This section states that the 
intent is to, "eliminate light trespass from 
building sites, improve night sky access, and 
reduce development impact on nocturnal 
environments. Reduce overall electrical usage 
from site lighting, through appropriate selection 
of type, sizing, and operation of light fixtures." 

  
 Section 12.610, Sign Ordinance 
 (1)  No freestanding sign shall exceed thirty 

(30) feet in height or seventy-five (75) square 
feet in area, or the regulations set forth for 
freestanding signs, Section 12.604(b)(1), 
whichever is less. 

 
(2)  No off-site sign shall be allowed. 

 
 (3)  All signs in the River Corridor area shall be 

reviewed by the River Corridor Commission, 
which may recommend placing specific 
conditions on the sign size, location, height, 
illumination, etc. in excess of this article based 
on the individual site and location 
characteristics. The applicant may appeal any 
action of the River Corridor Commission to the 
city council, which shall have final authority. 

 

 



Analysis: 

  
The staff recommendation is based upon the statements listed below. 

 
The site has direct abutting access to the North Concho River and is fully encompassed 
within the River Corridor area. The North Concho River flows past the site, north to 
south, and through the downtown area. Provisions of the Sign Ordinance and River 
Corridor Master Plan aim to reduce light pollution within the Corridor area. The 
proposed wall signs will replace existing signs and any changes in overall conditions will 
be minimal. The new proposal will also include a new gateway sign which will measure 
less than 4 square feet, as well as a freestanding sign. 

 
The most apparent change is the proposed freestanding sign, which will measure 30 
feet high, the maximum height allowed for freestanding sign within the Corridor. The 
existing sign measures 25 feet in height. This proposed new sign will be a pylon sign 
which will include the company’s logo. This design is consistent with other dealerships 
in the City and seeks to improve the look of site by providing a more modern appeal. In 
addition, it appears that the pylon sign represents a reduction in the overall sign area for 
site. 

 
The proposed signs conform to the standards outlined in Section 12.604 of the Sign 
Ordinance. Staff finds the overall nature request to be minor change, and a condition of 
approval will seek to ensure that signage is not excessively bright or will disturb views of 
the riverfront. 

 

Proposed Conditions 

 
1. Signage shall be consistent with renderings submitted as part of this request. 

 
2. Signage illumination shall be designed in such a manner so as to minimize the 

potential for glare and unnecessary diffusion onto adjacent property and rights-
of-way. 

 

Attachments: Excerpt from Zoning map, highlighting subject property; 

 
  Aerial photo, highlighting subject property; 
 
  Proposed sign renderings; and 
  
  Applicant’s responses from application 
 
 

Presentation:  Kevin Boyd, Senior Planner 

 

Reviewed By: Rebeca A. Guerra, AICP, Planning Manager  
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